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Alumni Profile: 
Hana’s Travels 


Hana Brady did not 
survive the Holocaust, but 
thanks to a group of 
children from Japan, her 
story did. Playwright Emil 
Sher, MA 92, and Geordie 
Productions bring the 
moving tale Hana’s 
Suitcase to Concordia’s 
D.B. Clarke Theatre. 


by Patrick McDonagh 
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of recycled paper that displaces 
a ton of virgin paper, it reduces 
total energy consumption by 27%, 
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wastewater by 33%, solid waste by 
54% and wood use by 100%. 
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Sketches of 
Convocation 


A colourful take on 
Concordia’s June 2007 
convocation ceremonies 


by Frederic Serre 
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Cover: Jessica 
Greenberg as 
Hana Brady in 
Hana’s Suitcase, 
Toronto, 2005 
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8 Celebrating 
Some of 
Our Best 


Meet four of 
Concordia’s best 
and brightest grads 


Identity Plays 


Communication Studies 
professor Yasmin Jiwani's 
research looks at a wide 
range of topics — including 
French soccer star Zinedine 
Zidane — to determine how 
race and gender influence 
media coverage 


by Rhonda Mullins 


Make a difference! 


Remembering mentors and 
friends while helping students 














My ties to Concordia began after my last year at 

Loyola High School in 1976, when I won a Concordia 
University Summer Engineering Assistantship. | also 

won assistantships in my two years at CEGEP. So when 

it was time to submit an application for a university 
engineering program, | applied only to Concordia. 

They didn t disappoint me. ( 





While an undergraduate, | was fortunate to work for ee, 
Mechanical Engineering professor Jaan Saber. | received ~*~ 
scholarships to continue my graduate studies, and as 

a grad student was equally fortunate to have my office 

in the Department of Electrical Engineering next to 

Phiovas Ziogas. 





























When the two professors (along with colleagues Matthew 
Douglass and Michael Hogben) were tragically killed in 
1992, | had just started my company, Stelvio Inc. Stelvio 
subsequently became a successful provider of software 
to the North American automobile insurance industry. 
So when | received a call for a donation from Concordia 
in 1998, | surprised the student caller and pledged 
$5,000, which led me to fully endow the Jaan Saber 
and Phiovos Ziogas Memorial Scholarships for deserving 
Engineering and Computer Science students. In 2002 

| fully endowed another gift, the Stelvio Software 
Engineering Excellence Scholarship. 


Most recently, | was honoured to be invited to join the 
Faculty of Engineering and Computer Science s Industrial 
Advisory Council. It s been a great experience for me, 
and very useful for both the industry people involved 
and faculty members. 


Albert R. Carbone, BEng 81, MEng 84 
CEO, Stelvio Inc., Montreal 


See how you can make a difference! 


Please call Advancement & Alumni Relations at 
1-888-777-3330 or 514-848-2424 ext. 4856. 





A question of balance 


raduation, which features promi- 

nently in this issue, marks the 

end of one road for graduates 
but also the beginning of another. Many 
Concordia students struggle to balance 
work and school or face financial chal- 
lenges, and certainly all must get through 
difficult courses and exams. They learn 
resilience, one of the most important 
survival tools, which prepares them for 
the uncertain world ahead. 

Nothing could have prepared George 
Brady for what he would have to 
encounter. The Czech-born man lost 
his parents and 13-year-old sister, 
Hana, in the Holocaust. But he was able 
to survive and persevere, eventually 
coming to Toronto to begin a new life. 

Nearly 50 years later, after a success - 
ful plumbing career and with four chil- 
dren of his own, George was astonished 
to receive a letter from the director of 
the Tokyo Holocaust Education 
Resource Center in 2000. Through 
relentless detective work by the director 
and some of the children at the centre, 
they had unearthed Hana’s suitcase, the 
one she used to carry her last few pos- 
sessions into the Auschwitz death camp, 
where she was sent to the gas chambers. 

The bittersweet story was told in the 
children’s book Hana’s Suitcase (Second 
Story Press, 2002), by Karen Levine, 
and was then transformed into a play by 
Emil Sher, MA 92. Part of what drives 
our survival instinct is our resolve to 
pass on our stories, and Emil, himself 
the child of a Holocaust survivor, has 
helped ensure that Hana’s legacy — and 
those of the 1.5 million Jewish children 
who perished at the hands of the Nazis 
— lives on. Montrealers will be able to 
see the stirring play, put on by Geordie 
Productions, at Concordia’s D.B. Clarke 
Theatre in November (see “Hana’s 
Travels,” page 10). As Emil says, the 
story resonates with audiences of all 





ages and backgrounds. 


Another technique for learning 
resiliency is to add some lightness to 
otherwise sombre situations. That’s 
why I’m thrilled to be able to regularly 
include the cartoons of Frederic Serre 
among heavier topics in the magazine — 
such as in this issue, in which we deal 
with the portrayal of race and gender 
in media along with the Holocaust, 
among other things. When I first start- 
ed here (I hate to admit it, but it was 
1996), my predecessor, Kathleen 
Hugessen, made me promise to keep 
the cartoonist. I didn’t need much 
convincing. Fred hasn't missed an 
issue since — even though he has to 
put up with my occasional suggestions 


to ‘improve’ his ‘toons. 





He takes the feedback with good 
humour. He can't help himself — he 
always seems to be in good humour. 
When I asked Fred for a short bio, he 
wrote, Hard to believe, but it’s been 25 
years since a gangly Frederic Serre and 
his cartoons of skinny guys with big 
noses first arrived on the Concordia 
University scene and started stirring 
things up.” He began with The Link in 
1982, and was one of the co-founders 
of The Concordian in 1984,, before 
graduating from journalism in 1986. 
He’s truly a Concordia institution. 

For the Faculty of Arts and Science 
convocation ceremony in June, instead 
of asking a photographer to capture 
the event, I sent Fred and his pencil 
(“Sketches of Convocation,” page 6). 
His “snapshots” evoke some of the 
excitement and colour of the moment 
that many of us will remember, the 
culmination of several years’ hard 
work, the day we get our degree. 

When we learn that resiliency 


pays off. m 


Don'T Move / 
UM ALMOsT 
Done». 
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DENT'S MESSAGE 


Students first 


wees he academic year 
at Concordia, as 
- with all educa- 
tional institutions, is 
an exciting, busy time. 
From September 
through December, 
then from January 
through May, students 
and faculty members 
work non-stop ona 
plethora of papers, 
presentations, pro- 
jects, research and 
exams. And though 
summers are a little 
less hectic for most, 
they can be very 
intense for those 
students hustling to 
complete a final few 
credits or fast-tracking \ 
their degrees during 
accelerated timetables. 
There is almost no time during which the entire University 
gets to catch its breath. 

But twice each year, during our convocation ceremonies, 
the Concordia community pauses to reflect upon the results 
of this hive of activity by celebrating the efforts and achieve- 
ments of our students. Faculty, staff and members of the 
Concordia Board of Governors take time out of their busy 
days to sit under hot stage lights, at times for hours, simply to 
show their pride in and share the joy of what our graduating 
students have accomplished. 

Convocation ceremonies are always deeply moving, 
memorable occasions. As President, I relish the chance to 
congratulate every graduating student at Convocation — of all 
ages and backgrounds, from disciplines ranging from com- 
puter engineering to contemporary dance — as they cross the 
stage and receive their degrees. All of these graduates, along 
with their family and friends in attendance, are rightfully 
proud of their achievements, and we are equally proud of them. 


concordia university magazine 





President Claude Lajeunesse congratulates a student on stage at Place des Arts at the 2007 convocation ceremonies. 


I especially enjoy seeing students I have had the pleasure to 
personally meet during their stay at Concordia. The devotion 
of each of them and indeed of all of our students to advancing 
their education and enriching their lives for the betterment 
of their families, loved ones and society as a whole is a source 
of pride that simply cannot be described. Every member of 
our Concordia family shares this pride, and Convocation is 
but one expression of it. As the 2007-08 academic year kicks 
off, please join me in wishing all Concordians their finest and 
most successful year yet, as we embark on our mission of 
teaching, learning and research. m 


Claude Lajeunesse 
President, Goncordia University 
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Concordia student only Canadian 
to win Google 3D Campus Competition 


oncordia Civil Engineering 

PhD student Sandu Baciu, 

MA 06, created a three- 
dimensional model of the 
Loyola Gampus that was among 
the seven winning designs of 
Google’s 3D Campus Competition 
(contest.sketchup.com), announced 
in July. 

The competition received 
entries from 4,000 students from 
across the United States and 
Canada. Students were asked to 
recreate their campuses using 
Google’s newest version of its 
SketchUp program, which is 
viewable through Google Earth. 

Baciu’s winning submission, a 
detailed reproduction of the 
Loyola Gampus, allows viewers to 
zoom in and out and navigate 
around the simulated buildings. 
He photographed 22 Loyola build- 
ings from various angles and 
poured countless hours into opti- 
mizing the 3D model. 

“I spent many hours working on 
it during weekends,” Baciu says. “I 
didn’t tell anyone that I had 
applied to the contest, so when my 
professor, Amin Hammad, 
received the call from Google that 
I won, he was quite surprised. 
Since most of the teams that 
entered were made up of many 
students and | did this alone, I 


Concordia 


university magazine 


Concordia University Magazine 
welcomes readers’ comments. Letters 
should include the writer's full name, 
address, school(s), degree(s) and year(s) 
of graduation for alumni. Letters may be 
edited for length and clarity. No letter 
will be published without the full name 
of the correspondent. 
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Concordia PhD student Sandu Baciu's award-winning 3D model of Loyola Campus is now 


viewable on Google Earth. 


didn’t think I had a chance.” 
While the contest had been 
launched in January, Baciu was 
busy with PhD work and only 
learned about it in April. Still, he 
successfully submitted his design 


one day before the June 1 deadline. 


In August, Google flew the win- 
ners to its Googleplex headquar- 
ters in Mountain View, Calif., for 
a three-day visit and workshop. 
Baciu was the only Canadian 
among the 37 winning students. 
Their work has been added to 
Google Earth. 


This summer, Baciu left 
Montreal to become a schedule 
engineer for a firm in New Jersey, 
and is now working on a bridge 
design. He also plans to complete 
his PhD thesis, which will feature 
simulation in construction models 
while seeking 3D space conflicts. 

To view Baciu’s Loyola Gampus 
model through Google Earth, 
enter “Loyola Gampus, Concordia 
University.” To access the original 
SketchUp file, go to Google 3D 
warehouse and enter “Loyola 
Campus, Concordia University.” ™ 


Concordia University Magazine is 
published four times a year for alumni 
and friends of Concordia University. 
Opinions expressed herein do not 
necessarily reflect the views of the 
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University. 
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Sketches of 
convocation 


by Frederic Serre 









Concordia University Magazine sent 
illustrator Frederic Serre to Goncordia’s 
Faculty of Arts and Science convocation 
June 18 at Place des Arts, to provide his 
special take on the festivities. 


A final call to mom from 
floor level. Cellphones were 
everywhere, as grads tried 
to get their parents’ and 
friends’ attention shortly 
before the big moment. 


Bouquets to go. The 
flower sales counter 
did brisk business, 
as they set up shop 
outside the main 
entrance to Place 
des Arts. 


People of all ages and 
cultural backgrounds 
gathered at Place des 
Arts to get an early seat 
inside the main hall. 
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A significant moment for Howard 
Alper, S BSc 63, as he received an 
honorary doctorate from Concordia 
President Claude Lajeunesse. Alper, 
Vice-President Research at the 
University of Ottawa, delivered a 
moving speech. 








A proud moment, as mom takes 
a photo of her daughter, flanked 
by an equally beaming dad. 


A last-minute adjustment. The 
ceremonial robes were a big hit as 
grads helped each other, moments 
before entering Place des Arts’ 
cavernous Salle Wilfrid-Pelletier. 





Frederic Serre, BA (our.) 86, a 


former journalist, runs FSI Media, 


a communications company, out of 
his Montreal home. He’s an illustrator, 
writer, translator and photographer. ™ 
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Celeprating some 


he second time Is just as sweet 


BY Dawn WISEMAN 


D 


Psychology is actually the second degree for this 45-year-old 


atrizia Brenelli, Bgomm 83, BA 07, doesn't fit everyone’s 
image of an undergraduate student, but her bachelor’s in 


mother, wife and businesswoman. She completed a BGomm in 
Quantitive Methods 
from Concordia in 
1963 “and ever 
since then I’ve 
wanted to come 
back,” she says. 
Upon graduation 
(the first time), 
Brenelli moved to 
her native Italy and 
opened and rana 
successful import- 
export business for 
21 years. Three 
years ago she decid- 
ed to “change her 
life and go back to 
school,” and she 


Patrizia Brenelli, who graduated with the 
highest GPA among undergrads, had no 
problem returning to school. “I felt completely 
at ease and made friends of all ages. It really 
was like being home again.” 


applied to psychol- 
ogy at Concordia. 
Upon acceptance, 
Brenelli and her 
husband sold the 
business and moved to Montreal with their daughter. 
Psychology turned out to be a good fit. “I have two sides: 

a scientific one and a more humanistic one,” she says. 

“I loved it. The work was a pleasure.” 

Brenelli’s pleasure translated into outstanding academic 
results. She is this year’s recipient of the Rytsa Tobias 
Memorial Medal, awarded to the highest-ranking student 
graduating with a BA degree, and the Governor-General’s 
Silver Medal, awarded to the highest-ranking undergraduate 
who is graduating. 

Brenelli and her husband now run an import- export 
business in Canada. But she still has the learning bug. 

“Iam seriously considering another degree,” she says. 
“But this time at the graduate level. Two undergraduate 
degrees are enough.” 
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KATE HUTCHINSON 


George Paul Melu on subjectivity 


BY KAREN HERLAND 


N 


But when George Paul Meiu, BA 07 (honours anthropology), 


ot many 23-year-olds can discuss how they plan to write 
their second book. 


arrived here from Romania with his family in 2003, he had 
already completed a book in Romanian about the transforma- 
tion of a local ritual. During high school he examined a 
tradition, popular in rural Transylvania, which involved young 
men in masks travelling house to house to sing Christmas 
carols. But Communist authorities stripped the activity of its 
original meaning and transformed it into a nationalist display. 

While at Concordia, Meiu got funding with the help of 
professors Christine Jourdan and Anthony Synnott to go to 
Kenya to study a dance ritual. Instead, he became interested in 
European women tourists who developed relationships with 
Masai warriors. 

The topic of 
women's sex 
tourism has gained 
attention with films 
such as The White 
Masai. “Most of 
the literature used 
these situations to 
say, See, women do 


9 99 


it too, ” Meiu says. 
“Instead, I wanted 
to look at more 
complex questions 
about sexuality 
across culture 

and gender.” 


His research has 


George Paul Meiu started doing ethnographic 
research while still in high school in Romania. 


sent him to several 
conferences in 
Canada and London, England. His presentation also earned 
him first prize at this year’s inaugural Undergraduate 
Research Day. At graduation he received the Everett C. Hughes 
Medal. This summer, Meiu began a PhD with a fellowship 
offered to him by the University of Chicago. 





Marion ELISSALDE 


Of Our 


These award-winning students were among the 3,000 Concordia graduates this June 


Tne art of writing and criticism 


BY KAREN HERLAND 


W 


years off, she recalls, “I decided if I was going to come back, | 


hen Erin Silver was ready to return to school after com- 
pleting only one year at Dawson College and taking a few 


was going to do it right.” 

Silver entered the Art History program as a mature student, 
after completing only one year of Dawson’s liberal arts pro- 
gram and taking a few years off. She took a course the summer 
before she started her BA to try to get a jump on things. “After 
that first class, I knew this was what I wanted to do.” 

Art History provided the opportunity to work with art and 
to write, two areas important to her. Besides her classes, Silver 
became a Fine Arts student representative at Senate. She was 
first editor in chief 
and, the next year, 
senior editor of the 
Concordia 
Undergraduate 
Journal of Art 
History. She also 
co-curated the 
exhibition “sic: 
Challenging 
Representations of 
HIV/AIDS and 
Illness,” showcas- 
ing the work of stu- 
dents in the inter- 
disciplinary course 
on HIV/AIDS. 


Her academic 


Erin Silver has returned to graduate studies 
at Concordia this fall. She’s increasingly 
interested in the city, architecture, desire 
and autobiography. 


dedication was sup- 
ported by her deci- 
sion to become one 
of the first few Art History students in the co-op program. 

Her internships led Silver, who also earned the 2006-07 
Brian T. Gounihan Scholarship, to work on the Mois de la 
Photo with professor Martha Langford and for McGill- 
Queen's University Press. 

Although Silver was offered places in grad school at both the 
University of Toronto and New York University, she has 
decided to return to Concordia to build on the contacts she’s 
already made there. 





Courtesy ERIN SILVER 


Azzolin makes a great case 
for getting Involved 


BY MicHAcEL KEEGAN 
enviev Azzolin, Bgomm 07, was drawn to marketing’s 
marriage of art and science. “I really loved the fact that 

you need a lot of creativity, and a lot of facts and numbers to 

back up what you're doing,” she says. 

She earned a place on the Dean’s Honour Roll at the John 
Molson School of Business (JMSB), garnering several awards 
including a 
Campaign for the 
New Millennium 
Student Funded 
Scholarship and a 
CEO of the Year 
Futures Fund 
Award and 
Scholarship. 

Azzolin was 
involved in many 
extracurricular 
activities but found 
participating in 
various national 
and international 


case competitions 


Jenviev Azzolin, as one of only 10 students 
across Canada to receive the CEO of the Year 
Futures Fund Award and Scholarship in 2005, 
attended the CEO of the Year gala in Toronto. 
“It's a fantastic event. You get to meet so 
many great people.” 


particularly valu- 
able. After being 
part of the silver- 
medal-winning 
marketing team at 
the Commerce 
Games in January 2006, she joined the John Molson 
Competition Committee the next year as VP Internal. One of 
her proudest moments in her final year at Concordia was see- 
ing her International Business Strategy team win gold and the 
Concordia delegation win first place overall. “That win 
embodied everything I’d done at Concordia,” she says. 

Graduating this spring Beta Gamma Sigma from the JMSB, 
Azzolin is already working full-time as a marketing coordina- 
tor for MEGA Brands in Montreal. “I’ve gained a lot of real 
experience,” she says, “so much more than just from the 
classroom — experience that gives me confidence and will 
serve me a long time in the business world.” m 
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Playwright Emil Sher, MA (Eng.) 92, 
brings the heartbreaking book Hana’s 


Suitcase 20 the stage — and Concordia 


A NA 


trave 


his is the story of a journey, 
E and, like many journeys, it 
begins with a suitcase. 


The valise in question belongs to Hana 
Brady, a young Jewish girl from Nove 
Mesto, in the former Czechoslovakia. It 
bears her name and birth date — May 16, 
1931 — as well as the word Waisenkind, 
which means “orphan” in German. It is 
the suitcase that in 194,2 Hana filled with 
a sleeping bag, some food and a few 
keepsakes as she and her brother, 
George, were forcibly sent by the Nazis to 
Terezin — the Czech town that the 
Germans had renamed Theresienstadt 
and used as a Jewish ghetto. (Hana and 
George's parents had already been taken 
away, to their ultimate deaths.) And it’s 
the same case that the 13-year-old took 
when she was again sent off, in 194.4, to 
the Auschwitz concentration camp in 
Poland. Hana was killed the day she ar- 
rived. 

But the suitcase endured, eventually to 
be stored along with countless other arti- 
facts from the death camp at the 
Auschwitz Museum. In 2000, Hana’s 
suitcase traveled from Auschwitz to 
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Tokyo, where it joined an exhibit, “The 
Holocaust Through Children’s Eyes,” at 
the Tokyo Holocaust Center, an educa- 
tion centre for Japanese children. 

One group of visiting children decided 
they wanted to learn more about “Hanna 
Brady” (the German spelling), whose 
name was inscribed on the baggage. 
Soon, led by museum curator Fumiko 
Ishioka, the children were devising ways 
to unearth the story of the suitcase’s 
owner. 

The account of their real-life quest 
forms the basis of Karen Levine’s chil- 
dren’s book Hana’s Suitcase (Second 
Story Press, 2002), which weaves 
Ishioka’s story with that of Hana herself. 
Ishioka follows one obscure clue to the 
next, exchanging correspondence with 
the Auschwitz Museum, and eventually 
making her way to the Terezin Ghetto 
Museum in the Czech Republic. 

There, after hours of thumbing 
through archives, Ishioka learns that 
Hana died in the gas chambers of 
Auschwitz. But she also discovers that her 
brother, George Brady, survived the 
Holocaust and since 1951 has been living 


By PaTtTRIcK McDoNAGcH 


S 
Ls 


in Toronto, where he is now retired after 
running a successful plumbing business. 
Ishioka anxiously writes to George. With 
his reply comes the story of Hana, along 

with photos and even some of her child- 

hood drawings. 

Levine's exceptional and heart-rend- 
ing book has since been translated into 
10 languages and transformed into a 
stage play written by Emil Sher, MA 
(Eng.) 92, and performed by Toronto- 
based Lorraine Kisma Theatre for Young 
People. And now Hana’s Suitcase is com- 
ing to Concordia’s D.B. Clarke Theatre 
this fall as part of Geordie Productions’ 
2007-08 theatre (mainstage) season. 


Discovering Hana 

Sher first learned about Hana’s suitcase 
through the story’s original CBC incarna- 
tion — Levine had written it as a short 
piece for the radio before realizing it 
could be a book in its own right. “It’s a 
wonderful piece of children’s literature,” 
says Sher, who has two sons, 13 and 11. 
“After reading it over a weekend, I real- 
ized it would make a terrific stage play.” 
As he already had a working relationship 





Paul Dunn and Jessica Greenberg, as 

George and Hana Brady, in the Lorraine 
_Kimsa Theatre for Young People 

production of Hana’s Suitcase, 2005. 








DANIEL ALEXANDER 














George Brady with his sister's suitcase 
and the group of children who discovered its 
history, at the Tokyo Holocaust Center, 2001. 


with the Kisma Theatre, he called the 
company’s artistic director, Allen 
MacInnis, to suggest adapting Levine's 
book. By happy coincidence, MacInnis 
and his Kisma cohorts had been dis- 
cussing the very same idea. “It was 
serendipity,” says Sher, whose stage 
version premiered in March 2006. 
“The book transcends ages. It’s been 
very gratifying to see the play striking a 
similar chord.” 

Sher’s Concordia MA in creative writ- 
ing, carried out under the tutelage of the 
late English professor Robert Allen, fo- 
cused on short fiction. Previously, the 
Montreal native had studied theatre at 
McGill, and then taught for two years in 
Botswana in Southern Africa. “But I 
knew | wanted to focus on writing and 
pursued a graduate degree because it 
forces you to produce material,” he 
laughs. And he has worked consistently 
as a writer since. His CV includes a film, 
Café Olé, shot in Montreal’s Notre Dame 
de Grace district, which won a 2002 Top 
Ten Award from the Writers Guild of 
Canada; stage plays, including Mourning 
Dove and Beneath the Banyan Tree; and 
radio plays, film scripts, short fiction 
and essays. “Usually a story comes to me 
with an image and idea, and then grows,” 
he reveals. “I’m drawn to character-dri- 
ven stories. The character doesn’t have 
to be likeable, but we are more inclined 
to invest in a story when it’s peopled 
with characters we care about.” 

In Hana’s Suitcase, “the first act is set 
in present-day Japan, but this world is 
punctuated by past events,” Sher explains. 
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“We see masked, ghost-like 
figures throughout the first 
act; Hana and her family 
only speak in the second act, 
after the Japanese children 
receive the letter from 
George Brady telling Hana’s 
story.” While Sher acknowl- 
edges that children and 
adults alike might be dis- 
turbed by the masks 
(inspired by the sculptures by 
George Segal at Washington's 
Holocaust Memorial Museum), he 
stresses that theatre is meant to prod 
brain cells into activity. While the 
Holocaust’s death toll of six million peo- 
ple remains daunting, simply reciting the 
numbers may lessen their impact. “But to 
see the statistic made real is something 
else,” he says. “When we read this story 
or see this actor on stage, and we have a 
stake in Hana’s story, the outcome is just 
devastating for some people.” 

One person who could well have been 
devastated was Hana’s brother George. 
“I gave copies of the first draft to George 
Brady, who lives 10 minutes from me, 
and to Fumiko Ishioka in Japan, and 
thankfully both gave me their blessings,” 
he says. “I put words into the mouths of 
his parents which | couldn't possibly 
know, but George totally understands 
what theatre is about.” Sher has since 
met both George Brady and Fumiko 
Ishioka several times, and both have 
sat in the audience and witnessed 
themselves being played by the Kisma 
Theatre’s actors. 


On the road 

Since its Toronto debut, the production 
of Hana’s Suitcase has journeyed across 
Canada to enthusiastic responses and is 
scheduled for more Canadian stops and a 
number of U.S. cities. Among the audi- 
ence at one Toronto show was Dean 
Patrick Fleming, BFA (theatre perf.) 94, 
artistic director of Montreal’s Geordie 
Productions (see sidebar). 

“I was blown away,” Fleming says. 
“Emil’s script is amazing, and Allen’s di- 
rection is beautiful. I knew I had to bring 
this play to Montreal.” Geordie has his- 
torically produced four of its own shows 
and then imported a fifth each season, 


and Hana’s Suitcase was a perfect fit. 

“As I was selecting shows to mount this 
season, | realized they were all based on 
what I had been thinking about myself: 
conflict and war and resolution and 
peace. Children have a very active rela- 
tion to media and nothing is hidden from 
them anymore, no matter what their age. 
We need to talk to them about why there 
are people killing each other all around 
the world,” says Fleming. 

Sher and Geordie Productions first 
worked together several years ago, when 
Geordie and the Black Theatre Workshop 
mounted Sher’s play Bluenose, a comedy 
about multiculturalism and racism. 

“I feel like Dean and his staff are giving 
their whole heart and soul to this pro- 
duction,” says Sher. “It’s tremendously 
gratifying, not only that the play is being 
toured, but to see how theatre companies 
are embracing it.” Indeed, the play’s 
touring success is all the more striking 
given its size. [he production includes 
eight actors, high production values with 
a complex AV component, and a set large 
enough to fill a15-metre truck. “It’s by 
far the biggest show we've ever hosted in 
terms of scope, size and cost, and pro- 
ducing it is definitely a decision of the 
heart and not the head,” says Fleming, 
noting that Geordie has launched a 
fundraising campaign to help defray 

the costs. 

While he does not usually travel with 
the production, Sher plans to attend 
the Montreal show. “Half my heart is 
stillin Montreal,” he says. Sher’s 
mother, a Holocaust survivor, works 
as a docent at the Montreal Holocaust 
Memorial Centre and Museum, and his 
brother Julian is a Montreal-based 
journalist. “I’m glad the city’s commu- 
nity of Holocaust survivors will have a 
chance to see this play,” says Sher. “But 
I’m equally pleased about the prospect 
of people not involved with Judaism 
seeing it. Fumiko and the Japanese 
schoolchildren are driven to uncover 
and ultimately preserve Hana’s story 
because they are so divorced from her 
world. I love the prospect of having both 
francophone and anglophone audiences 
coming to see Hana’s Suitcase, along 
with all those others that make up 
Montreal’s mosaic.” 


Hana’s Suitcase will be shown at 
Goncordia’s D.B. Clarke Theatre, 1455 

De Maisonneuve Blvd. West, November 22- 
December 2. For more information: geordie.ca 


George Brady and his daughter, Lara, have 
created a website devoted to Hana’s story, 
Hanassuitcase.ca. Also, visit EmilSher.com. 
Emil Sher’s script is now published with 
Karen Levine's original story in Hana’s 
Suitcase On Stage (Second Story Press, 


secondstorypress.on.ca). 


Patrick McDonagh, PhD 98, is a Montreal 


freelance writer. 


The Goods 


n April 2006, Dean Patrick Fleming, 

BFA (theatre perf.) 94, became 

artistic director of Geordie 
Productions, the Montreal company 
renowned for producing exciting theatre 
for young audiences. Fleming is Geordie’s 
second AD since the company’s creation in 
1980, following founder Elsa Bolam 
(“Geordie” is the nickname given to 
natives of Newcastle, England - Bolam’s 
hometown). “Elsa ran the company for 25 
years, and without a deficit, which is a 
massive feat. So | don't have to reinvent 


Hana’'s Suitcase playwright 
Emil Sher and Dean Patrick 
Fleming, artistic director of 
beT-Yo) ge [(-W ad cele lUCoad (o) ae 
discussing the play onstage 
Fas OCo) aLoxe) are | F- - D = MR ONT-1 a(-) | | 
Theatre, where it will be 
performed November 22 to 
|DY-Yor- an] o- says) a1 =] at hea @) a=) 
of the keys to success as a 
writer is multitasking. You do 

ge play here, a 

enplay there, some short 

ys and fiction, and you 

i) together a living.” 
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the wheel,” Fleming says. “Task number 
one is to stay the course, and number two 
is to begin to shift things in terms of the 
kind of theatre | like.” 

Fleming, who directed, acted and stage 
managed for the company, stresses that 
producing first-rate theatre for kids is not so 
different from making first-rate theatre for 
adults. “You've got to be honest and tell 
great stories.” Fleming’s two sons (7 and 10) 
are not shy about lobbying their father 
about what plays he should produce. “| have 


UE UAL 


to find nice ways to say ‘no,’ " he laughs. 
“But when they come to shows | can see 
what affects them. They let me know what 
touches them and what is boring.” 

Geordie Productions has nurtured a long 
and successful relationship with Concordia, 
and the D.B. Clarke Theatre has for many 
years served as its main stage. In addition, 
fresh Concordia alumni are a mainstay of 
Geordie’s touring productions, which feature 
elementary and high school shows, per- 
formed by the same cast. Each September, 
after rehearsing through the summer, the 
actors pack their sets into a van and hit 
cities and small communities across Quebec, 
Labrador, New Brunswick, Prince Edward 
Island and eastern Ontario; and they per- 
form in almost all English Montreal schools. 
Fleming's first gig after graduating from 
Concordia’s theatre program was with 
Geordie’s touring production of A Promise Is 
a Promise, and it will be remounted as this 
year’s touring show. The 2006-07 season 
Saw recent Concordia grads Danny 
Coleman, Anthousa Harris, Kathleen Stavert 
and Patricia Summersett traversing Quebec 
and beyond with Geordie, and the 2007-08 
ensemble includes Nem Jevtovic and Aimée 
Rose Ambroziak. 

In addition, Geordie’s general manager, 
Anne Clark, BA (Eng. lit.) 04, regularly 
teaches Concordia production classes; 
Fleming also taught his first Concordia 
course last year. And in 2006, 10 Concordia 
theatre students interned on Geordie’s 
much-lauded Alice’s Adventures in 
Wonderland. The collaboration may well con- 
tinue; Geordie is planning a production of 
Alice Through the Looking Glass for 2008. m 
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t was the head-butt felt round the 

world. In extra time during the 

2006 World Cup final, French soc- 
cer icon Zinedine Zidane, apparently 
reacting to a disparaging remark about 
his sister made by Italy’s Marco 
Materazzi, turned purposefully, strode 
toward the Italian player and delivered a 
head-butt that lifted Materazzi off his 
feet, landing him on the ground. Zidane 
received a red card and was ejected, and 
the game ended with France losing 5-3 
in a penalty shootout. Had Zidane not 
been sent off, many feel the outcome 
would have been different. 

The French-born Zidane’s portrayal 
by his country’s media after this, his 
final act before retiring, ran the gamut 
from national hero to scoundrel. His 
actions were variously attributed to his 
Algerian descent, that he is a man of 
integrity defending his women, that he is 
a hothead, a rogue, a Muslim, from a bad 
neighbourhood, a competitor... and on 
it went. Finally, the press, public opinion 
and France’s president seemed to settle 
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for condemning the act, not the man. 

How the media, and by extension the 
public, use or avoid racial and cultural 
frameworks to make sense of incidents 
like these is the purview of Yasmin 
Jiwani, an Associate Professor in 
Concordia’s Department of 
Communications Studies and the direc- 
tor of its BA program. Her body of work 
largely deals with how mediated por- 
trayals help us understand ourselves, 
those around us and our place in soci- 
ety. In the aftermath of the Zidane 
affair, she delivered a plenary paper, 
“Reading Zidane: Race, Religion and 
Contesting Masculinities,” at the 2006 
conference of the North American 
Society for the Sociology of Sport. 

How this self-described sedentary 
academic who has never participated in 
organized sports came to present to a 
body devoted to the study of sport has 
more to do with the interdisciplinarity 
of her work than the obvious appeal of 
putting the Zidane incident under a 
microscope. Indeed, Jiwani has a BA 





in Psychology from the University 
of British Columbia, and an MA in 
Sociology and PhD in Communications 


from Simon Fraser University. “So the 
sports thing happened serendipitous - 
ly,” she says. “They asked me to present 
at the plenary session, and I| decided to 
talk about this in relation to notions of 
community.” 


But while this topic was no doubt as 
entertaining to study as it was to follow 
the game, its aftermath and the spike in 
demand for lip readers to decipher the 
grievous insult that was the undoing of 
Zidane, Jiwani normally focuses on 
weightier matters, such as in her recent 
book, Discourses of Denial: Mediations of 
Race, Gender, and Violence (UBC Press, 
2006). 

In Discourses of Denial, Jiwani uses 
real examples from the lives of immi- 
grant girls and women of colour to 
consider how racism, sexism and vio- 
lence are interwoven deep within the 


foundations of Canadian society. One of 
the cases she examines is the 1996 
Vernon, B.C., massacre in which Mark 
Chahal methodically gunned down nine 
members of his estranged wife’s family. 
Jiwani’s contention is that this particu- 
lar killing spree was framed as an “eth- 
nic phenomenon” and cast as a mani- 
festation of violence that is supposed to 
be endemic to the Indian community, 
when in fact the media should have 
been focusing on the fact that authori- 
ties failed to act in spite of repeated 
complaints. “Culturalized explanations 
used for violence essentially allow other 
agencies to abdicate responsibility,” 
Jiwani says. 

Conversely, when it is convenient, 
Jiwani describes, racial and cultural 
explanations are removed from inci- 
dents, as was the case with Reena Virk. 
The 14,-year-old Virk was killed in 1997 


during an attack by a group of teens, 


mainly girls. But as the story developed 
in the media, the focus was on girl-on- 
girl violence and bullying, rather than 
any racial element that may have played 
a part when the teenager of Indian ori- 
gin was beaten and drowned. 
“Essentially, a cultural framework is 
used to portray groups as deviant when 
it suits, to show that they are not 
deserving of social intervention,” 
Jiwani explains. “But other times, the 
cultural framework is left aside when it 
means looking at issues of our society.” 


From sports heroes to mass murders 
to swarming — what’s the common 
thread? “The important part of my 
work is the notion of fitting in and 
belonging,” Jiwani says. “Instead of 
taking a psychological or intra- psychic 
perspective, I take a sociological 
perspective and consider how society 


and social institutions contribute to how 
people fit in and how they feel about 
their place. I use the terrain of the media 
because they reflect images back to com- 
munities. They are the amplifiers.” 

And in a country that prides itself on 
an image of multiculturalism and toler- 
ance, Jiwani’s work takes on even 
greater importance. “Multiculturalism 
is this national character that is pro- 
moted in media coverage — that of a 
peaceful kingdom in a state of harmo- 
ny, she says. “But is this really true? 
There is so much we gloss over, includ- 
ing the fact that we create underclasses 
and how we go about doing that. So 
I interrogate the reality.” 

Jiwani no doubt had plenty of fodder 
for her research with a number of high- 
profile events in the last year in 
Quebec, including reporter Jan Wong's 
comment after the murderous rampage 
at Dawson College that the shooter was 


Mac =Vavedamanl(eti(-1(e(-) am lal-Xellat-w4(et-lal-) 
seconds after head-butting Italian 
defender Marco Materazzi during the 
World Cup 2006 final football match 
between Italy and France at Berlin's 
Olympic Stadium, July 9. 
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the product of the exclusion and Zidane. One of the narratives 


racism of Quebec society; the of the story as reported in the 
Léger Marketing survey that 
revealed that 43 per cent of 


Quebecers were self-proclaimed 


media was Materazzi’s attack 
on “Zidane’s women,” and 
Zidane’s being a Muslim, albeit 
mild racists and 15 per cent were non-practicing, was central to 
how the story was understood. 


“What struck me from a femi- 


moderate racists; the infamous 
Hérouxville resolutions con- 
cerning prospective immigrants nist perspective was that you 
that, among other things, pro- 
hibited the stoning of women; 


and the banning of a Muslim 


had one towering sports figure, 
Zidane, against another, 


Ros Macuire 
= Ph. AS ai oa 


Materazzi. Materazzi said some- 


girl from a soccer game in Laval thing to Zidane about his sister 


for wearing a hijab. (These or his mother, and Zidane 





issues are covered in RACElink, a responded in defence of their 


biannual publication of RACE 
[Researchers and Academics of Colour 
for Equity], which Jiwani edited recent- 
ly.) 

Jiwani maintains that the media play 
these incidents received evoked a soci- 
ety under siege, reacting to the threat of 
outsiders and what she terms “the 
impending dilution if not erasure of the 
dominant culture.” In virtually every 
incident, the key term that emerged was 
“safety”: from the safety of playing soc- 
cer with a hijab, to the safety of purport- 
ed practices of certain immigrant groups 


Communications Studies professor Yasmin 
Jiwani’s work on race, gender and media spans 
a broad framework. She says, “There are so 
many different directions: criminology, 
women’s studies, cultural geography, 
communications.” 


identity. She is now in the process of 
taking that research further, consider- 
ing how the media coverage at the time 
communicated notions of gender. 

“I found that Afghani women were 
construed as abject victims who needed 
to be saved by the West, putting these 


honour. And while the coverage 
was intense and went on for a long 
time, nobody went to the women until 
the end.” 

The reinstatement of Zidane’s status 
as a French hero was no surprise to 
Jiwani. Failure to resurrect him would 
likely have exacerbated the recent 
volatility in France spurred by racial 
and economic tension. Zidane, as a 
morality play of race, is crucial to how 
French society understands itself. He is 
the good Muslim, the assimilated other 
who symbolizes the success of the mod- 


Multiculturalism is this national character that is promoted 


in media coverage — that of a peaceful kingdom in a 
state of harmony. But is this really true? 





and, more broadly, the safety of Quebec 
society in the face of different cultures. 
But Jiwani maintains that this notion of 
safety is consistently defined from the 
perspective of how these other cultures 
threaten “our” society, rather than the 
safety of those who are the target of 
exclusion, and sometimes violence. 
Eventually, studying issues of race, 
culture and violence will bring one up 
against the topic of war. In the last 
chapter of Discourses of Denial, Jiwani 
started to delve into 9/11, specifically 
looking at gender, violence and national 
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women in a position that diminishes 
their agency,” Jiwani says. “Laura 
Bush’s statement that these were 
oppressed women who needed to be 
rescued was so revealing. The coverage 
perpetuated that idea by not letting 
their voices be heard. Even Muslim 
women raised in the West weren't quot- 
ed frequently. And there were several 
stories where reporters walked around 
in a burka to experience what it was 
like. Why not speak to women wearing 
the burka? Why take away their voice?” 
Which, oddly, brings us back to 


ern nation. “This is standard with the 
representation of people of colour or 
outsiders in the news. They are either 
depicted as deviants or criminals, or 
they are held up as ambassadors. This 
is especially the case in sports. They 
become emblems of identity. And there 
is always this racialized discourse 
behind it; in this case racial logic was 
used to recoup Zidane’s stature and 
restore him to fame.” m 


Rhonda Mullins, MA 96, is a Montreal 


freelance writer. 








im Fine Arts 


FINE ARTS 


ore than 200 students, alumni and 


friends celebrated the work of 27 
Concordia artists at the fifth annual 
Graduating Students Exhibit, June 20, 
at Concordia’s VAV and FOFA galleries. 
The CUAA purchase prize of $1,000 was 
awarded to Louis Perreault, whose 
piece, Feu, was selected by a jury of 
Concordia alumni. Hil 


Focus ON GEOGRAPHIC CHAPTERS 
Toronto 

he Toronto Chapter of the CUAA 

hosted another fun and very popu- 
lar Jazz Brunch at the Boiler House 
Restaurant in Toronto’s historic 
Distillery District, June 24. Andrew 
Simon, S BA 59, Monika Simon and 
Flo Yaffe, S BA 61 EA, were among the 
more than 60 alumni and friends who 
came out for the festivities. 


Vancouver 

ancouver Chapter members joined 

more than 600 teams and 13,000 
individuals for the Walk with the 
Dragon, July 15. The annual Walk with 
the Dragon, which raises money for 
community counselling services, is the 
largest community-based fundraising 
event held in Vancouver's picturesque 


Stanley Park. 


Toronto and Vancouver 

Chapter presidents 
he Toronto Chapter of the Concordia 
University Alumni Association has a 
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long history of hosting successful events 
— the city is, after all, home to more than 
7,000 Concordia alumni. Still, Chapter 
president lan Garmaise, BA 84, says, 
“Our goal is to reach more alumni, and to 
reach more new graduates.” [an and his 
Chapter executive will be offering a mix 
of fun and stimulating events to achieve 
that goal, such as the recent sold-out Jazz 
Brunch, June 24,. “Next year we may need 
to hold it at a bigger location,” he 
reports. 

Tan heads up Phorix Solutions 
Group, which provides sales represen- 
tation and consulting for high-tech 
firms. He first became involved with 
the Chapter in 2003 and was elected its 
president in 2006. Ian and the rest of 
the Chapter executive plan a busy line- 
up for the next year, including a theatre 
night, networking event, sugaring off 
party, pub night, wine tasting evening 
and another Jazz Brunch. 


WV Concordia 


alumni.concordia.ca 






Nellie Cheng, MA 88, Director 
of Business Development for the 


Vancouver Economic Development 
Commission, began volunteering for 
the Vancouver Chapter in 1999 and 
has been its president since 2005. 
“This year our executive held planning 
sessions to look at our goals and 
objectives,” she reports. Based on 
their sessions, the Chapter’s mission 
includes increasing Concordia’s 
visibility in Vancouver, providing 
networking opportunities for alumni 
and improving event attendance. 

“Our members have told us that 
they want to hear success stories 
from Vancouver alumni,” she says, 
“and we plan to bring in successful 
alumni as motivational speakers.” 
The Chapter also hopes to bring back 
Peter McAuslan, S BA 72, President 
of McAuslan Brewing, to host another 
beer tasting event. m 


he honorary co-chairs of the Concordia Classic, Norman Hébert Jr., BComm 77, 


C d : C | ‘ President and COO of Groupe Park Avenue, and George Hanna, L BA 72, 
O N C O f | a a S S | C President of Intrafina Ltd., and Kathy Assayag, Vice-President, a 
Advancement & Alumni Relations, wish to gratefully acknowledge oe wey, 


> ' 
ca [ S eS S 2 5 O O O O the generosity of the tournament sponsors, who helped raise 
i 


$240,000 for Concordia students with financial needs. The 


f h h be raffle held at the dinner that evening raised another $10,000. 
O fi S C O a rs | PS Since 2004, the Classic has raised more than $1.2 million. 





The event captains at 
the Concordia Classic: 
Greg Rokos, BComm 82, 
Dominic Monaco, BComm 
80, Tony Lofredda, 
Angelo Tozzi, honorary 
co-chair George Hanna, 

L BA 72, Alfonso 
Fiumidinisi, attendee 83, 
Claude Gagnon, 
Concordia President 
Claude Lajeunesse, 
James Cherry, Joseph 
Capano. Missing from the 
picture: Co-Chair Norman 
Hébert Jr., BComm 77, 
Frank Di Tomaso, L 
BComm 68, Kathleen 
Dollimore, BComm 94, 
Randy Kelly, BComm 78, 
Peter Kruyt, BComm 78, 
Rachel Renaud. 
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Visit Homecoming.concordia.ca for more details, updated regularly 


Abitibi-Consolidated Lecture 
Thursday, September 27 


Kim Klein: Ten Most Important Fundraising 
Strategies to Weather Uncertainty and 
Raise Money Successfully 

7 p.m., Hall Building, H-110 

1455 De Maisonneuve Blvd. West 


Join bestselling author and 
fundraising trainer/consultant 
Kim Klein, best known 
for adapting traditional 
fundraising techniques, 
especially major donor 
campaigns, to the needs of 
grassroots organizations. She will present 
practical strategies that can be used by 
non-profit organizations and by people 
wanting to raise money for special projects. 
Kim has taught fundraising locally and 
internationally and is the author of four 
books, including Fundraising for Social 
Change. She founded the Grassroots 
Fundraising Journal in 1981 and was its pub- 
lisher for 25 years. She is the Chardon 
Press series editor at Jossey Bass 
Publishers and a member of the Building 
Movement Project, which promotes pro- 
gressive taxation. Kim will be resident at 
Concordia’s Institute in Management and 
Community Development beginning in 
January 2008. 





Shuffle 18 
Friday, September 28 


1 p.m., EV Building 

1515 Ste. Catherine St. West 

Concordia University will hold its 18th 
annual Shuffle, a 6.5-kilometre walkathon 
from the Sir George Williams Campus to 
the Loyola Campus to raise funds for 
scholarships and bursaries. The Concordia 
community has helped the Shuffle raise 
over $750,000 and benefited more than 
300 students in the last 17 years. 


Sports Hall of Fame Induction 
Ceremony & Banquet 
Friday, September 28 


6:30 p.m., Brasserie Molson 
1670 Notre Dame St. East 
See page 30 for more details. 
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Homecoming Football Game: 
Concordia vs. 

Université de Montréal 
Saturday, September 29 


Kick-off: 1 p.m. 

Concordia Stadium, Loyola Campus 
Stingers fans and Concordia supporters: 
come and cheer for the Stingers and meet 
the new Concordia Sports Hall of Fame 
inductees. 

Come early for the Athletics BBQ, 
browse the Alumni Table and get some 
freebies! The first 150 alumni who pre- 
register for the Homecoming Football 
Game — at homecoming.concordia.ca, 
514-848-2424 ext. 4397 or 
1-888-777-3330 — will receive a free 
Concordia baseball cap! 

Concordia students and seniors (over 60): $4 
Non-Concordia students: $7 

Adults: $10 

Children 12 and under: free 
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Concordia University 
Alumni Association 


University of the Streets Cafe 
Monday, October 1 


6 p.m., Java U, Hall Building 

1455 De Maisonneuve Blvd. West 

“The Path to Happiness: How do we find 
our way?" 

This public conversation will explore various 
questions about happiness. It will be moder- 
ated by Concordia philosophy professor 
Sheila Mason, with guest Jim Pfaus, profes- 
sor and researcher at Concordia’s Center for 
Studies in Behavioural Neurobiology. 


Mentorship Networking 
Cocktail Reception 
Monday, October 1 


5:30-7:30 p.m., EV Building 

1515 Ste. Catherine St. West 

Concordia Mentor Program mentors and 
mentees are invited to hear guest speaker 
Harold Simpkins of the JMSB discuss the 
art of networking based on his award- 
winning online course, Marketing Yourself. 


Garnet Key Alumni Chapter 
Launch & Cocktail Reception 
Wednesday, October 3 


5:30-7:30 p.m., Tith floor, EV Building 

1515 Ste. Catherine St. West 

Garnet Key Society members are invited to 
celebrate the launch of the Garnet Key 
Chapter and reunite with fellow Keys. 

For more information, contact Valerie 
Roseman, 514-848-2424 ext. 5647 or 
valerie.roseman@concordia.ca. 


Loyola International College 
Public Lecture and Presentation 
Thursday, October 4 


Richard J. Renaud Science Complex, 

SP Atrium 

7141 Sherbrooke St. West 

10:15-11:30 a.m.: “Contemporary France and 
the Muslim Community: The Search for 
Reasonable Accommodation,” by Geoffrey 
Adams, Emeritus Professor of History. 
1:15-3:30 p.m.: “A Dialogue with God? 
Excerpts from Ingmar Bergman's The 
Seventh Seal and Through a Glass Darkly” 
by Fr. Marc Gervais, S.J., Emeritus 
Professor of Communication Studies. 
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Funding Your Research 
Creation Workshop 
Thursday, October 4 


10-11 a.m. or 2-3 p.m., 

EV Building, rm. 2.776 

1515 Ste. Catherine St. West 

The importance of successful grant 
writing for artists can't be underestimated. 
Join Lyse Larose, research facilitator 

for Concordia’s Faculty of Fine Arts, and 
two successful grant holders, who will 
share their strategies on successful grant 
writing. This one-hour workshop will be 
offered both at 10 a.m. and 2 p.m. 


Back-to-School 
Faculty Showcase 
Saturday, October 6 


Arts and Science, ENCS: 10-11:30 a.m. 
Fine Arts, JMSB: 12-1:30 p.m. 

EV Building, rms. 1.605 and 1.615 

1515 Ste. Catherine St. West 

Find out how the exciting research and 
work conducted in each of our faculties 
is influencing our lives: 

Arts and Science: “A Call to Action: 
Activity-Based Research in the Exercise 
and Health Sciences,” presented by 
Concordia Exercise Science professors 
Robert Kilgour (cancer rehabilitation), 
Robert Boushel (Type || diabetes), 
Joanna Komorowski (childhood obesity) 
and Simon Bacon (asthma/cardiovascular 
heart disease). 


Fine Arts: Art History professor 

Cynthia Hammond will present “Heritage 
Architecture and Renegade Ornament: 
Urban Interventions in Contested Cities”; 
and Lynn Hughes, Concordia University 
Research Chair in the Department of 
Studio Arts, will present “Immersive 
Environments, Virtual Reality and 
Audience.” 


ENCS: George Vatistas, Concordia 
Professor of Mechanical and Industrial 
Engineering, will present “From Homer's 
Charybdis and Poe's Maelstrom to the 
Limits of Nature and Technology.” He will 
discuss the phenomenon of the vortex. 
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JMSB: Management professor Stéphane 
Brutus, director of the JMSB's Bell 
Research Centre for Business Process 
Innovations, will use role-plays and 
demonstrations to demonstrate effective 
feedback behaviours. 


Concordia Heritage 
Society Inaugural Brunch 
Saturday, October 6 


10:30 a.m.-1 p.m., EV Building Atrium 

1515 Ste. Catherine St. West 

The newly launched Concordia Heritage 
Society will induct its Charter Members 
at this inaugural brunch. Benefactors and 
their guests will be privy to Concordia’s 
accomplishments and goals for the 21st 
century. Concordia Heritage Society mem- 
bership is limited to alumni and friends 
who have made a bequest or planned gift 
to Concordia University. 


Silver & Gold 
Reunion Brunch 
and Campus Tour 
Sunday, October 7 


Brunch: 11 a.m.; tour: 1:30 p.m., 

EV Building Atrium 

1515 Ste. Catherine St. West 

Graduates of the Loyola and Sir George 
Williams classes of 1957 and the Concordia 
Class of 1982 are invited to a reunion 
brunch for their 50th and 25th graduatia 
anniversaries. The celebration will be 
followed by a tour of the Sir George 
Williams and Loyola campuses. 


Volunteering for 
Homecoming 2007 


Don't stay on the sidelines! Get in on the 
action and participate in Homecoming 
2007 as a volunteer. We're always looking 
for enthusiastic volunteers to help on-site 
and with pre-event activities. It's a great 
chance to meet lots of people and have a 
little fun. 

Contact Valerie Roseman, 
514-848-2424 ext. 5647 or 
valerie.roseman@concordia.ca. 
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Explore the world through the new 
Concordia University 
Alumni Travel Program 








Discover unique destinations across the world Tuscany ~ Cortona 
, i , September |7 to 25, 2008 
in the company of fellow alumni and friends. FomanpRermneinC Ines 


With the charming village of Cortona as your base, experience 
nine days of discovery across the delightful and historic 
Tuscany region, starting with Florence, the cradle of the 
Renaissance. You'll visit the Tuscan hill country, Siena, 
Montepulciano and the medieval cities of Assisi and Perugia. 
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Mandarin China 

September 29 to October | 1, 2008 

From approximately Cdn $4,540 

Discover the many faces of China on this | |-night exploration of a stunning 
land with a 5,000-year-old society steeped in legend and tradition. You'll visit 
Beijing's Forbidden City and the majestic Great Wall, the ancient capital of Xi'an 
and Old Shanghai, and take a three-night cruise through the Yangtze River 
Gorges. The Post-Program Option features Guilin and Hong Kong. 
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Village Life along the Seine River 
May 23 to 31,2008 

From approximately Cdn $3,630 

Discover the tranquil beauty, fascinating history 
and rich artistic heritage of the French province 
of Normandy while cruising along the Seine River, 
from the splendid French capital of Paris to the 
historic port of Rouen. During this charming mix- 
ture of art, history, culture and culinary experiences, 
youll meet local residents at a special forum to 
discuss life in the Seine Valley. 





Expedition to Antarctica 
February | to 16, 2008 

From approximately Cdn $5,895 
Follow in the footsteps of legendary 
explorers on an intrepid trip to 
Antarctica and discover the White 
Continent’s majestic coastal scenery 
and abundant wildlife. Board an 
exclusive ship in Buenos Aires and 
travel to Earths most pristine wilder- 
ness, where an expert team of natu- 
ralists will share their knowledge and 
insight.A special Post-Program Option 
to majestic Iguazu Falls is also offered. 








Cruise the Passage of Peter the Great 

August 31 to September |2, 2008 

From approximately Cdn $2,945 

Immerse yourself in Russian history and culture in a | 3-day journey to this 

impressive country. Visit Moscow, sail down the Volga to Uglich and continue 
to beautiful Yaroslavl, Goritsy and the island of Kizhi. In St. Petersburg, you'll 














trace the steps of Peter the Great and visit the world-renowned and prestigious 
Hermitage Museum. 


WCU A 


Concordia University 
Alumni Association 











Most of our programs include excursions, meals, on-site lectures, 
Romance of the Blue Danube qualified local tour guides and a full-time tour director for a 
May 30 to June 12,2008 comprehensive cultural experience. Prices are based on double 
From approximately Cdn $4,195 occupancy and do not include taxes or flights. 
Spend two weeks on a delightful cruise down the Danube, described by Napoleon 
as the “king of Europe's rivers.” You'll cruise through a region steeped in beauty, 
legend and lore, through Germany, Austria, the Slovak Republic, Hungary, Serbia, 
Bulgaria and Romania. 


First name: 







Last name: 









Class year: 
Address: City: 


Province/State: 











Postal code: 





Country: 
Phone: 
E-mail: 


Pax 
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For more information, to request a trip brochure or to 
be added to our mailing list, please return this form to: 
Yanick Dahan, Marketing Coordinator, 

Advancement and Alumni Relations 

1455 De Maisonneuve Blvd. West, FB 520 

Montreal, QC H3G IM8 Canada 


Voyage of Discovery: 


Wonders of the Galapagos Islands 

January I 1 to 19,2008 

From approximately Cdn $3,395 

Discover a region overflowing with life and species unknown elsewhere in the 
world. With a team of certified naturalists, walk among 400-pound tortoises 

and spiny-backed iguanas, and snorkel in crystal-clear waters alongside sea 

lions, dolphins and tropical penguins. You'll also visit the Ecuadorian cities of 

Otavalo and Quito, and visit a traditional Incan village. A six-night Post-Program 
Option to Machu Picchu, Lima and Cuzco Is also available. 













You can also contact her directly by phone at 
514-848-2424 ext. 3819, by fax at 514-848-2826 
or by e-mail at yanick.dahan@concordia.ca 
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Some graduates in this listing 


have received more than one 


Montréal and a doctorate from 
the Université Laval in 1965. 


degree from Concordia, Sir George From 1957 until my retirement 


Williams and/or Loyola. These in 1993, with the exception of 
people are listed under their a few years, I taught history at 


earliest year of graduation. Sir George and Concordia.” 


he Lillian Rubinlicht, 
S BA (Eng.), retired 
as Concordia’s 


SOTH REUNION 


Assistant Director 


bf Cameron Nish, S BA, 
Concordia Emeritus of Library 
Professor of History, was 

named Member of the Ordre 


des Francophones d’Amérique 


Personnel in May. 
She is also a grad- 
uate of Macdonald 
Teachers’ College 

and McGill. 


in 1984. “In 1959 I received an 
MA from the Université de 


1> Peter John Voormeij, S MA (art ed.) 70, a Dutch-born painter and printmaker, 

will be holding a solo exhibition, “Through Dutch Eyes 2,” at Vancouver's Elliott Louis Gallery, 
October 23-November 11. His expressionistic work is characterized by monumental propor- 
tions and lively use of colour and organic lines. Peter's work has been acquired by private 
collectors, museums, government institutions and businesses, and he has exhibited ona 
regular basis. voormeij.com 1) Mondrian’s Utopia 


2 > Jackie Rae (Solomon) Wloski, S BA (graphics) 71, a Montreal artist, displayed 


her prints at the Alexis Nihon Plaza office gallery space in Montreal, April to May. 2) Elastics 
on Yellow Background #2 
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Lillian joined Concordia as a as a freelance photographer in 


cataloguing librarian in 1972. Victoria for 19 years before 
moving to New Zealand in 1999. 
I studied viticulture at the 


Eastern Institute of Technology 


She eventually was appointed 
Assistant Director in 1992 

and served as Interim Director 
in 1998. in Hawks Bay, N.Z., 2000-01, 
then developed a family vine - 
yard, Pond Paddock Vineyard 
(pondpaddock.co.nz), in 
Martinborough, N.Z. We grow 


pinot noir and Riesling fruit. 


(5 Jeff Barber, BA (comm. 


studies), writes, “I worked 








3 > Annette Wolfstein-Joseph, S BFA 71, held an exhibition of her prints, 
“Kiss of the Sun,” at Galerie de la Ville in Dollard des Ormeaux, Que., March 22-April 22. 


An enthusiastic gardener, Annette gets through the Montreal winters via her portraits 
of flowers. She has exhibited in group and solo shows in Montreal, and is head of the 
Printmaking Department and an etching instructor at the Saidye Bronfman Centre for 
the Arts in Montreal. 3) Hibiscus sur bleu 


4 > Joseph Donohue, BFA 74, recently held an exhibition of his photography at Harry's 
Piano Bar in Paris, France. Donohue's semi-abstract landscapes have been widely exhibited in 
Canada, the U.S. and Asia, as well as Europe. joedonohuephoto.com 4) Path 


We sell our single vineyard 
pinot noir in Sydney, British 
Columbia and now Ontario. 

I am married to a Kiwi, Christine 
Barnett, an archaeologist who 

I met in Victoria. We have a boy, 
Walter (10), and a girl, Alena 
(13). I was the entertainment 
director for Loyola's student 
association in 1975, and I played 
junior varsity football in my first 
year at Loyola in 1970.” 


Robert Lamb, BSc (comp. 
sci.), lives in Kirkland, Que. 
“I’m happily married to a 
wonderful woman, with two 
kids in university/college. Still 
living in Montreal after all these 
years. Ex of Nortel.” 


30TH REUNION 


{/ David-Philip Gladstone, 
BFA (music), is President 
of IFISC (MontrealBroker.com). 
“SGWU and Loyola were my 
campuses, and then it all 
became Concordia. Next was 
McGill, as an educational spe- 


cialist with a focus in music as 
well. All great stuff! My days at 


Concordia were amazing times!” 


5 > Erik Slutsky, BFA 86, was one of two artists who displayed their artwork at the 


exhibition ‘’S.0.S." at the Galerie Espace in Montreal, July 26-31. The exhibition was held 


in conjunction with Doctors Without Borders/Médecins sans frontiéres, and one-third of the 


proceeds were donated to that organization. 5) She/ter 


6 > Laurel Smith, MFA 01, displayed her new works at the Alberta Biennial at the Art 
Gallery of Alberta in Edmonton, June 23-September 9, and will be at Peak Gallery in Toronto 


in December and at the Walter Phillips Gallery in Banff, Alta., October 2007 to February 


2008. Combining Rococo and Minimal art, Laurel has created a form of painting she calls 


Ornaminimalism. faurelsmith.ca 6) The glee of little kings 


Beverly Stride Cote, BA 
(hist.), retired as a resource 
teacher in 2002 from the 
Riverside School Board and 
lives in Saint Lambert, Que. 

“I enjoy life with my husband 
of 4.0 years, David. I’m an active 
member of the local horticultur- 
al society, University Women’s 
Club and a library volunteer 
delivering books to shut-ins. 
We still winter in the south.” 
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HL Christopher Atherley, 
BFA (music), lives in 

Bridgetown, Barbados. “I am 

Director of Music for the Royal 

Barbados Police Force Band. 

I am also a counsellor and 

Archbishop/Primate of the 

Anglican Church Worldwide. 

I enjoy playing the clarinet, 

conducting and preaching. 

I thoroughly enjoyed my 

student days in Canada.” 


Dean Macaskill, Beomm 
(acct.), is Vice President, 
Investment Division, for 
Lennard Commercial Realty in 
Toronto. “I recently relocated 
from Ashlar Urban Realty to 
Lennard. | have two fantastic 
girls, Quinn (11) and Brooke 


7 > Stéphane Picard, MFA (studio art) 05, held an exhibition of his work at the Centre 
culturel Calixa-Lavallée in Montreal, February 22-March 25. 7) Projection Cosmiques no. 35 


8 > Laurie Kader, BFA (studio arts) 03, was part of a group exhibition, “The Lexis of 


Abstraction,” at the Agora Gallery in New York City, April 10-May 1. Laurie is a Montreal artist 


who has exhibited in several Montreal shows. 8) Deep Sea Diving 3 
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(9g), both of whom are very 
active with horseback riding 
and spending my money. | have 
a Bouvier named Dana, who's 
12 years old and doesn't like my 
kids. | am happily single and 
enjoy my free weekends sport- 
touring on my motorcycle 


wherever it takes me.” 


Lennox Carter, BComm 

(acct.), is Manager of I.V. 
Carter & Co. in St. John, 
Barbados. “I left Canada in 1982 
and have not returned. I would 
like to hear from my old friends 
Mike Bamcil (from Nigeria), 
Joseph Amacuando (from 
Ghana) and Helena (from 
Ghana). I am in private practice 
in Barbados and I also have a 
construction company. I thank 
Concordia and Loyola Campus 
for having a good long-lasting 
influence on my life and my 
SUCCESSES.” 
lennoxcarter@yahoo.com 





Steve Galluccio, BA 
(transl.), is the writer of 


the international hit movie 
Mambo Italiano and the award- 
winning television series 

Ciao Bella. Steve’s new movie, 
Surviving My Mother, will be 
released this fall. His latest 
project, Funkytown: When Disco 
Was King, will start shooting in 
the spring of 2008. 


Danny Kucharsky, BA, GrDip 
(comm. studies) 84, received a 
gold in the Best Retail Article 
category from the Canadian 
Business Press at the 53rd 
annual Kenneth R. Wilson 


Awards Gala in Toronto, June 4. 


Danny won for his article 
“Friendly funerals,” which 
appeared in the April 6, 2006, 
issue of Marketing Magazine. 
Danny is a journalist and the 
Montreal correspondent for 
Marketing Magazine, and has 
won three gold Canadian 
Business Press awards for 


his writing. 
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Gerry Yampolsky, BComm, is 
director of marketing commu- 
nications for NDS in England. 
“T’m married with four kids, 
living in Israel, working around 
the world for NDS, with an 
office in London. I fondly 
remember the days at The Link.” 


Ad Fred Lee, BCSc, is a data 
architect for Canadian 
Natural Resources Inc. in 
Calgary. “Iam enjoying sunny 
Alberta and my first job in the 
oil and gas sector, at the 
Horizon Oil Sands project, one 
of the 10 biggest construction 
projects in the world.” 


Ah Gerry Lafferty, BA 
(psych.), writes, I am the 


Executive Director of the New 
Hope Senior Citizens Centre 
in Montreal's N.D.G. district 
(a stone’s throw from Loyola 
Campus). I have worked here 
for just over one year after more 
than 17 years directing St. 
Michael’s Mission, a drop-in 
centre for homeless people. 
New Hope’s mandate is to 
alleviate senior isolation. It is 
a vibrant community centre. 

l am married and have six 
children. It would be fun to 
hear from old friends!” 
gerry620@videotron.ca 


Alain Piche, BEng, 

MEng go, is an engineer- 
ing analyst for Bodycote in 
Mississauga, Ont. He married 
Kathleen Vincent on August 18. 


i ft Michael Goldfarb, BA 
(poli. sci.), lives in 
Newbury Park, Calif. “I am an 
employment attorney and CEO 
of a U.S. national human resource 
consulting corporation head- 
quartered in southern California. 
I am originally from the Town of 
Mount Royal. My wite, Lily, was 
born and raised in the San 
Fernando Valley, so that makes 


ee) 


her an actual ‘Valley girl. 


AG Glenn D. Clavier, BA 
(cr. writing & journ.), 
GrDip 95, is a communications 
consultant for Les Services 
Clavier in Montreal. “On April 
30, I gave a presentation at 

the first International Forum 
of Translation/Interpreting 
and Social Activism, held at 
Concordia. The session 
examined the benefits, dos 
and don'ts of volunteer projects 
as an educational tool in trans- 


lator training. It was based ona 


two-year volunteer project 
completed on behalf of YMCA 





Tours Ecuador under the auspices 
of Concordia’s graduate certifi- 


cate in localization program.” 


Sandro D’Annibale, BComm 
(int'l. bus. & mktg.), is President 
of Vinipassion, a wine importing 


agency in Montreal. 


Christine Jones, BFA 
(design for theatre), was nom- 
inated for a 2007 Tony Award 
for Best Scenic Design of a 
Musical, for her work on the 
hit musical Spring Awakening. 
After receiving her BFA at 
Concordia, Christine earned 
her MFA from New York 
University, where she current - 
ly teaches. She is also a 
professor at Princeton 
University. Her credits 
include The Green Bird, 
directed by Julie Taymor 

on Broadway, and she has 
designed for regional theatre 
across the U.S. and for a music 
video for the Ben Folds Five. 


Steve Prentice, BA (comm. 
studies), is President of 
Bristall Morgan Inc. in 
Toronto and lives in Oakville. 
He is a specialist in organiza- 
tional psychology, focusing on 
the effective use of time and 
wellness strategies in the 
workplace. He is a professional 
speaker and author of two 
books, Cool Time: A Hands-on 
Plan for Managing Work and 
Balancing Time (John Wiley & 
Sons, 2005) and Cool Down: 
Getting Further by Going Slower 
(John Wiley & Sons, 2007). 
Steve also makes frequent 
appearances on television, 
radio and in print in both 
Canada and the U.S. as an 
expert in workplace health 
issues. bristall.com 


= 
Of Mariam (Shaghafi) 
Firouzi, BComm (acct.), 
lives in Danville, Calif. After 
graduation, Mariam moved to 
Vancouver and in 1994, moved 
to San Francisco. “I’m looking 
for friends from 1985 to 1989 at 


Loyola Gampus.” 
mariams@gene.com 


Lucie Mayer, BFA (voice), has 
lived and worked in Germany 
since 2004,. An acclaimed opera 
singer, the dramatic-soprano 
spends her time surrounded by 
music and languages, as she is 
also a part-time English and 
French teacher. She and her 
partner, Canadian heldentenor 
Kevin Armstrong, call Bremen, 
Germany, their home. 
fuciemayer.com 


Sandra-Lynn Spina, BA (app. 
soc. sci.), was named Director of 
Administration for Concordia’s 
Office of the President in 

April. Sandra had been the 
Director of Communications 

for Concordia’s Office of 
Advancement and Alumni since 
February 2006, and prior to that 
had been Director of Marketing 
Communications since 1997. 
She is also a member of the 
Concordia University Magazine 
editorial advisory board and is 


0] Gladys Osego (Maphanyane) Ramadi, BA (journ. & 
soc.), is pictured in front of the parliament buildings in 


Windhoek, Namibia. “I send my warmest regards. After working 
for Radio Botswana since 1991, | moved to the Media Institute 

of Southern Africa (MISA) in 2005, and I am now based in 
Windhoek. MISA is a media freedom advocacy organization. 

I am responsible for the Broadcasting and Information 
Communication Technology (ICT) program. One of the 

major campaigns under this program is the transformation 


of state broadcasters into public service broadcasters.” 


g_ramadi@hotmail.com 









Peter Howlett, L BA 63, has 
been named a Member of the 
Order of Canada for his voluntary 
service. Howlett, who served on 
Concordia’s Board of Governors 
and is a member of the 
University’s Sports Hall of Fame, 
received the Humberto Santos 
Award of Merit from the Concordia University Alumni 
Association in 1999. He is the founder of Portage, an 
innovative national program for drug dependency based 
in Montreal, and is the founding President of Les Amis 

de la montagne. Peter is President of Montorsan Holdings. 


past president of the Canadian — 

Council for the Advancement I 3 Michael 
O'Shaughnessy, BCSc, 

is Associate Director Data 


of Education. 

a 

0] Jonathan Costello, Warehousing and Business 
Cert (community ser- Intelligence for Pfizer Inc. in 

New London, Conn. He and his 

wite, Kathy, have two children, 


Thomas and Meghan, and live 


vices), has lived in Caledonia, 
Ont., for the past three 

years. “I completed my BA 

in Geography at McMaster in Salem, Conn. 
University in Hamilton in as 
1994. ['m currently a social Q4 Adrian Knight, BFA 
service worker for Community (film studies), is 
Living Hamilton.” founder and president of 
Triana Inc., and has been pro- 
viding location management 
services in Montreal and the 
province of Quebec for over 12 
years. His film and television 
clients include Dreamworks, 
Warner Brothers, Paramount, 
New Line, CBS, NBC Universal, 
USA Network, Scripps and the 
CBC. Commercial clients 
include Volkswagen, Coca- 
Cola, Loto-Québec, Ford and 
General Motors. Currently, 
Adrian is under exclusive 
engagement as Director of 
Locations and Resources at 

the Quebec Film & Television 
Council. 


Q5 Victoria Stanton, 
BEA, Cert (ESL) 06, 

is a published author 
(Impure: Reinventing the Word, 
Conundrum Press, 2001) 

and practicing artist. She has 
been presenting time-based 
and video work across Canada, 
the U.S., Europe, Australia 
and Japan. 
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Stephen Armstrong, 5 BA 4.7, died in 
Montreal on May 29. Born in Montreal, 


Stephen was a star centre for the Georgian 
Intermediates, Sir George’s basketball team. 
During the Second World War he trained 
recruits at the Longue Pointe Ordinance 
Depot in Montreal. After the war he obtained a 
master’s degree in education at Springfield 
College in Massachusetts. He then returned to 
Montreal and taught physical education before 
turning to a successful career in real estate in 
1955. He later became the founding president 
of the West Island Brokers Association. 
Stephen is survived by his wife, Margaret 
Maxwell, and three daughters. He was 89. 


Malcolm K. Moore, 5 BSc 50, died in 
Brampton, Ont., on May 8. Malcolm was 
among the Second World War veterans who 
came out of the service and into Sir George 
Williams. He was always very proud of being 
a Sir George graduate, and also of marrying 
the secretary of Principal Ken Norris, Inez. 
Malcolm is survived by Inez. 


J. Norman Poyser, 5 BSc 57, died in 
Ottawa on January 26. After Norman’s retire- 
ment in 1983 from Paprican, the Pulp and 
Paper Research Institute of Ganada, he con- 
tinued to be involved in papermaking as a 
hobby. His love of science endured until his 
death. Norman, who lived in Vankleek Hill, 


Ont., is survived by his daughter, Lynda. 
He was 88. 


lan (Tif) Ferguson, L BA 70, died in 
Montreal on June 23. lan, an award-winning 
independent Montreal filmmaker, was born 
in Winnipeg and grew up in Dorval. He 
entered the film industry after Loyola, later 
producing several films for the NFB and co- 
founding a production company, Les 
Productions Avantage, Inc., in 1985. Ian’s 
films included Charlie Biddle, an Improvised 
Life for Bravo TV and Doctor Tilley and His 
Guinea Pigs for TV Ontario. He was also a 
field producer for CFCF TV’s Fighting Back 
public affairs series. [an is survived by his 
son, Christian Costo. He was 58. 


Zoe Jewel Stotland, BA 77, died in 
Toronto on May 3o. She is survived by her 
mother, Rebecca Stotland Adler, her partner, 
Lee Kornsiki, and her brothers David and 
Stephen. Zoe was 51. 


Mavis (Leznoff) Lipman, BA 78, died in 
Montreal on July 5. Mavis attended McGill 
University as a young adult and, after raising 
a family, began to work as a hematologist. 
She also returned to school and completed a 
BA at Concordia in honours Andragogy. In 
her last few years, Mavis gave much of her 
time to a cause she strongly believed in, False 


Memory Syndrome. She is survived by her 
husband, Adrian Lipman, and her daughters, 
Joanne, BFA 81, and Dale. Mavis was 75. 


John B. Jutasi, MEng 79, died in Montreal 
on December 12, 2006. John immigrated to 
Vancouver from his native Hungary in 1957 
after the 1956 Hungarian Revolution, part of 
the group of forestry students from Sopron 
University in Hungary. He continued his 
studies in Vancouver and subsequently, after 
moving to Montreal, obtained a Master of 
Engineering from Concordia. During his 
long career in hydro- electricity he travelled 
to Africa, South America, India and Pakistan. 
He is survived by his wife, Denise. 


Lorrie K. Sippola, BA 88, MA 91, PhD 96, 
died in Saskatoon on January 14. Lorrie left 
her hometown of Saskatoon after high school 
to work in the penitentiary system in Alberta 
and Ontario. She then arrived at Concordia, 
where she completed three degrees, includ- 
ing a PhD in Developmental Psychology. Her 
dissertation was recognized as the best social 
science dissertation at a Montreal university 
in 1995, and she also won the Governor- 
General's Gold Medal. Lorrie eventually 
returned home to become a professor in the 
University of Saskatoon’s Department of 
Psychology. She is survived by her partner, 
Doug Goertzen. Lorrie was 4,7. 


10TH REUNION 


eae 
Q Dimiter Terziev, GrDip 
(adv. music perf.), after 
Concordia moved to Edmonton 
and earned a Master of Music 
degree from the University of 
Alberta. Dimiter and his wife 
Ilka have been living in 
Kamloops, B.C., since 2002. He 
is affiliated with the United 
Conservatory of Music in 
Kamloops and the Vernon 
Community Music School. 
Dimiter has given several piano 
and chamber recitals and per- 
formed with orchestras in 
Canada, the U.S., Bulgaria, 
Germany and the Netherlands. 
His Canadian debut CD, Colours 
of Bulgaria (2000), received 
four stars from both CBC’s 
“Sound Advice” and La scena 


musicale magazine. In 2004, 

he recorded Nocturnal World, 
an anthology of nocturnes, and 
he is now looking for a sponsor 
for his next CD, The Birth and 
Death of Classicism. 
d_terziev@yahoo.com 


=a 
Qf Patrick Devey, BSc 
(exer. sci.), GrDip 
(DSA) oo, MA (ed. tech) 02, 
was appointed Supervisor, 
Training and Development, 
for Concordia’s Instructional 


and Information Technology 
Services (IITS) in April. 


a 

gg Chau WaiKei, BComm 
(fin.), lives in Hong 

Kong. “Please feel free to 

contact me if you are in 

Hong Kong.” 

chauwai@hotmail.com 
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(0 Nabil Khoury, BCSc, 
writes, “I’m doing a 

master’s and supporting myself 

by working the graveyard shift 

as a tech support agent for IBM 

in Montreal.” 


Jeff Knowles, GrDip 

(DSA), completed a BSc in 
Physiotherapy Studies at 
Dalhousie University in May. 
He earned a Letter of 
Distinction from the Dalhousie 
Student Union for Outstanding 
Contribution to Student Life 
from 2003 to 2007. Jeff cham- 
pioned the establishment of 
the Dalhousie Chapter of 

the National Health Science 
Student Association in 2006, 
was elected as the chapter's first 
president and played a leader- 


ship role in building key rela- 
tionships, notably with the fac- 
ulty committee responsible for 
mandatory interprofessional 
learning modules between the 
health sciences disciplines. He 
lives in Lower Newcastle, N.B. 


Mamun Mahmud, MSc (math. 
& stats), is an analyst for Health 
Canada in Ottawa. “It is a nice 
memory to recall my days at 
Concordia!” 


Karen McLaughlin (Bures), 
BA (psych.), lives in Portland, 
Ore. “I was married in 2004. 
We now have one little boy, 
Aiden Charles Bures, who is 11 
months old and the best thing 
that has ever happened to us. 

I played on the women’s soccer 
team at Concordia. Hi to Jason 


Westerholm, Chris Swallom and 
Heidi Wilke.” 


l} Judith Murphy, BA 
(transl.), Cert (TESL) 03, 
is a translator and teacher in 
Montreal. “I returned to finish 
my degree at the age of 56 and 
went on to do a teaching certifi- 
cate (TESL). I am actually hav- 
ing fun at work! | have never 
been so happy as I am now. This 
proves that it is never too late to 
fulfill your dreams!” 


Jonathan Roll, BComm 
(mktg.), is an account executive 
for iPerceptions in Montreal. 

“I married in June, moved to a 
new duplex in N.D.G. and start- 
ed a new job in April. As well, 

I will be launching my own 
website offering custom framed 
photos, luckyduckphoto.com, 
and my corporate site will be 
luckyduck.ca.” 


STH REUNION 


)2 Ayodele Oredein, 
BA (econ. & stats), is 


Managing Director for Opylab 
Ventures Ltd. in Essex, U.K. He 
lives in Lagos, Nigeria. 


| q Stephanie Griveau, BA 
(app. human sci.), lives 
in Versailles, France. “Since 
graduating in 2004, | have trav- 
elled and worked for many big- 
name companies, such as the 
Hilton Hotel London Heathrow 
and Parfums Christian Dior UK. 
I have recently moved to Paris, 
where I am a freelance event 
manager and also Bilingual 


Director’s Assistant at Pioneer 
France SA.” 


Cheryl McLean, MA 
(creative arts therapy), lives 
in Dorchester, Ont. She 

is the publisher/editor of the 
Canadian-based international 
open-access, peer-reviewed 
journal CCAHTE, Creative 

Arts in Health, Training and 
Education (emclean.com) and 
created the CCAHTE journal 


blog “Crossing Borders” at 
ccahtecrossingborders.blogspot. 
com. Cheryl toured in Canada 
and the U.S. with the original 
solo ethno-drama about aging, 
mental health and autonomy, 
Remember Me for Birds, between 
2003 and 2005, and is in the 
process of re-launching the 
production. She is also a cre- 
ative arts therapies educator 
and holds training intensives 
twice yearly at the Windermere 
Manor in London, Ont., 

and will be teaching Creative 
Responses to Death and 
Bereavement at the University 
of Western Ontario in 2008. 


Charlene O'Hanley, GrDip 
(adult ed.), lives in Gore, Que. 
“I’m teaching full-time at the 
Lachute Adult Centre, live ona 
lake and am enjoying my new 


99 


granddaughter, Lily! 


()5 Noah Campbell, BA 


(econ.), writes, “I am 
presently studying in the 
Master’s of Science in 
Administration Applied 
Economics program at HEC 
Montreal.” 


] hi Matthieu Bédard, BSc 
(biochem.), writes, “I’m 
enrolled in my first year as a 
PhD candidate at Queen Mary 
University in London, U.K., in 
Biomaterial Engineering. I am 
currently working under scholar- 
ship at the Max-Planck Institute 
of Colloids and Interfaces in 
Potsdam, Germany. 


Aaron Talwar, BA (Eng. lit.), 
lives in Boonton, N.J. “I went to 
Montreal for New Year’s Eve 
when I was 18, and I fell in love 
with the city. I was attending 
County College of Morris in N.J. 
as a broadcasting major. When 

I was finishing up my associates 
degree, | applied to only one 
school, Concordia. I was not 
accepted to the film department 
because I did not have a com- 
plete file, but a few weeks later 

I was accepted as an English 


major. I stuck to English, graduated in the fall of 2006, 


because | was intrigued by the I was promoted to research 
olticer inthe Otlice ol 


Government and Corporate 


department and the professors. 
I am currently an editorial 
assistant in psychology at Relations for Alcan in Ottawa.” 
Prentice Hall in Upper Saddle a 
River, N.J. am striving to make 7 Elicia Robinson, BA 
(human rels.), began this 
fall at the London School of 


Economics to pursue an MSc 


my way up through the company 
and become an editor one day.” 


Alison Nicole Twerdun, BA 
(poli. sci.), writes, “After I 


in Organizational and Social 
Psychology. & 


in-fouch 


New job? Just moved? Just married? Or maybe 
you simply want to let your former classmates 
know what you've been up to? Visit 


alumni.concordia.ca/cuaa/keepintouch 


Or send us, by mail or e-mail, any information about yourself 
(don't be shy) that you'd like to appear in Class Acts. 


Please include: your name (including name at graduation); 
year(s) of graduation and degree(s) from Concordia, Loyola 
or Sir George, and other universities; address, phone number 
and e-mail address; and any other relevant personal or 
business info and messages that you'd like to appear. 


By e-mail: a/umni@alcor.concordia.ca subject: Class Acts 


By mail: Class Acts, Advancement & Alumni Relations, 
Concordia University, 1455 De Maisonneuve Blvd. W., 
FB-520, Montreal, QC, H3G 1M8 


ACCOUNTING ALUMNI 


work. 
your way. 


Contract & Temporary Assignments 
The specialist for challenging contract positions. 


ptcaccounting.com 


x 
te AcOOU nt ng 
p & finance ine. 


people that count Bruce Singer, CA 
PTC President & 


Concordia Graduate 





Contact us at 905-660-9550 or toll free 1-877-303-9550 
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Concordia Sports Hall of Fame 


Friday, September 28 
6:30-11 p.m., Molson Brewery 
1670 Notre-Dame St. E., Montreal. 


The Concordia University Sports Hall of Fame Selection 
Committee is pleased to announce the induction of the 
following athletes into the Concordia University Sports 
Hall of Fame for 2007. 


Athlete 

Gerald Prud'homme, BComm 84, 

(Ole) aYere) melt-Imcelelaey=] | 

Builder 

Sally Kemp, S BA 65 

Heritage 

The late Edward Cannon, L BA 27, 
Loyola Track & Field and Football 
Team 

The 1982 Stingers Football Team 


The 2007 Sports Hall of Fame Induction Ceremony and 
Banquet will be held on Friday, September 28, at Molson 
Brewery, 1670 Notre-Dame St. E., Montreal. 


Congratulations to the inductees of 2007! For more informa- 
tion, visit a/umni.concordia.ca or contact Valerie Roseman: 
514-848-2424 ext. 5647 or valerie.roseman@concordia.ca 


For rent at the base of 


Mont-Sainte-Anne 


30 minutes from Quebec City. 
For group meetings, family reunions 
or just between friends! 


14 beautiful very large country homes for rent, 
Weekly or for weekends 
From 3 to 28 bedrooms per house, 
Up to 68 people per house! 


Gilles Ethier, owner 


| Reservations : 1-866-604-2805 
Tel./Fax : (418) 826-3331 


You can visit each house on our website at: 
www.chalets-village.com 
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Concordia University Alumni Association 
CALGARY CHAPTER 


Tailgate Party —Football Game 





Montreal Alouettes 
vs. 
Calgary Stampeders 


October 27, 2007, starting at 3 p.m. 


McMahon Stadium, Calgary 
$25 


The Calgary Chapter of the Concordia University Alumni 
Association, together with the alumni associations of McGill 
University, Bishop s University and Universit de Montr al, invite 
you to a Tailgate Party/Football game on Saturday, October 27, at 
McMahon Stadium, when the Montreal Alouettes come to town to 
play the Stampeders. 


The tailgate party starts at 3 p.m. and the game begins at 5:30 p.m. 

The $25 price includes a ticket to the game, the tailgate party and 

a Concordia toque to keep you warm. This is Calgary s last home 
game of the season, so it should be exciting! 


RSVP by October 8: |-888-777-3330 ext. 4397, 
or online at 
alumni.concordia.ca/cuaa/chapters/calgary 
For more information about this event, e-mail 
cuaa-calgary@concordia.ca 


Edmonton Chapter Alumni 


Open House 


October 18, 5:30-8 p.m. 
Edmonton Petroleum Club, 11110 - 108 St. 


The CUAA Edmonton Chapter will hold an Open House 
evening for local alumni of Concordia, Loyola and Sir 
George Williams. Meet fellow alumni, socialize and share 
memories from your student days. Food and refreshments 
will be served. 


For more information, contact Peter Pagano, 
Cuaa-edmonton@concordia.ca 





Conversations, wrong moves and parenting 


rom John Waters and 

Pedro Almodovar to 
Brokeback Mountain, gay 
and lesbian cinema has 
certainly come out of the 
closet. The View from Here: 
Conversations with Gay and 
Lesbian Filmmakers (Arsenal 





Pulp Press, $26.95), by 
Matthew Hays, BFA 91, MA 
99, provides candid insight 


from “queer” directors and 
screenwriters within and 
outside the mainstream. 
Matthew, a film critic, 

is a part-time Concordia 
professor and received the 
Alumni Award for Excellence 
in Teaching from the 
Concordia University 
Alumni Association in May. 


| Am Not an ATM Machine: 


How Parents Can Regain Control 


of Their Lives While Still Loving 
Their Children (Véhicule 
Press, $15.95), by Phil 
Clavel, BA (Eng. & hist.) 75, 
is a practical and enjoyable 
volume describing how 
parents can learn to say 


“no” and teach their chil- 
dren financial responsibili- 
ty. Phil, an educator for 
more than 30 years, is the 
principal for the Network 
Alternative Centres at the 
Lester B. Pearson School 
Board in Montreal. 


an ATM Machine 


How Parents Can Regain Contre 


- | = 7) ce 
of Tei Lives Wile S of q 


Their Children 


Mark David Gerson, 

BComm 75, has lived in 
three Canadian provinces 
and three U.S. states, but 

his novel The MoonQuest 
(LightLines Media, US$16) 

is set elsewhere: in the land 
of Q’ntana, where storytelling 
is punishable by death. This 
“true fantasy” tells the tale of 
ayoung storyteller who sets 
out on a journey to topple a 
cruel king. Mark David, who 
now resides in Santa Fe, New 
Mexico, has written essays 
and offers workshops on 
personal growth and spiritu- 
ality. markdavidgerson.com 


In last year’s thriller, 
An Easy Mark, by Sheila 


Kindellan-Sheehan, 

MA (Eng.) 84, fictional 
Concordia professor Caitlin 
Donovan investigated a 
murder on campus. In her 
latest adventure, The Wrong 
Move (Redladder, $11.95), 
Caitlin and her best friend 
head to Toronto's upscale 
neighbourhoods and dark 





alleys, and attempt to uncov- 
er another mystery. Sheila 

is a best-selling Montreal 
author whose work has been 
published in the Globe and 
Mail, and read on radio and 
television. 


Twice Persecuted: Surviving 
Nazi Germany and Communist 
East Germany (Wilfrid Laurier 
University Press, $24.95), by 
Carolyn Gammon, MA (Eng.) 
94,, and Christiane Hemker, 
tells the remarkable story 

of Johanna Krause, a Jewish 
woman born in Dresden, 
Germany. Johanna survived 
incredible atrocities during 
the Holocaust, then suffered 
anti-Semitic attacks, was 
sent to jail and had her 


belongings seized by 

the communists in East 
Germany. Carolyn lives in 
Berlin, and her poetry, prose 
and essays have appeared in 
several anthologies. 





FASHIONABLY LATE 


Pi tisat leempepeesas in CCoalben slag den she 


iy HaDine 





Nadine Dajani, BComm oo, 
has come a far way — literally 
and otherwise — from 

her accounting exams at 
Concordia. Nadine, origi- 
nally from Lebanon, moved 
to the Gayman Islands after 
university to work in the 
offshore banking industry. 
She’s just released her first 
novel, Fashionably Late 
(Forge, $18.50), which suc- 
cessfully (and unexpectedly) 
mixes humour and fashion 
with social criticism as 

we follow the Lebanese- 
Canadian heroine from 
Montreal to Cuba. Author 
Sarah Mlynowski says, “This 
sexy debut will leave you 
laughing, cheering, and try- 
ing to book a trip to Cuba.” m 
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BY STEVEN SPARLING, BFA 97 


y heart was racing, my 
M palms sweating, and I was 
fumbling with the pages in 


my lap. I was about to get up on the 
stage of Salle Wilfrid- Pelletier and 
deliver the first ever valedictorian 
address at the Concordia Fine Arts 
convocation. It was June 1997 and | 
was finally finished my BFA. On one 
hand, I felt satisfied and relieved; 
and on the other, apprehensive. I was 
$30,000 in debt and had no immedi- 
ate career prospects. As | sat there in 
the new suit my parents had bought 
for me at Eaton’s, [ wondered whether 
my words would be well received. 

I also wondered: Would I ever 
earn money in my field? How would 
I ever pay back my student loans? 
What lay ahead for me and my fellow 
eraduates? 

I had taken the day off work from 
my first job out of school, a designer's 
assistant in a textile factory, punching 
a time clock for minimum wage and 
spending all day cutting strips of 
decorative braid and stapling them 
to sample cards. I had won several 


Ten years on 





Steven Sparling was the Faculty of Fine Arts’ 
first valedictorian, at the 1997 convocation. 


British TV celebrity, Michael Barrymore. 
I have acted for the BBC and toured 
around the U.K. in various musicals and 
plays. I have been a featured soloist on a 
luxury cruise liner in the Mediterranean 
and last year I was asked to sing on a 


| petition directors for parts. | pester casting 
agents for roles. | network like a Kennedy 
and plan self-promotion campaigns. 
| focus on the art and the business. 


scholarships and awards during my 
studies, yet | found myself doing 
something that I was embarrassed to 
tell anyone about. Two months later, 
when they laid me off, I packed up my 
life and moved to Vancouver. 

Ten years on, I find myself living in 
London, England. I have just finished a 
major tour of Scrooge: the Musical with a 
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recording of a new, critically acclaimed 
musical version of Dracula. In the past 
year I have paid off my student loans, 
started a pension, taken out life insur- 
ance and put a deposit down on a flat in 
East London. 

A few months ago, while in a flurry of 
spring cleaning, the Eaton’s suit finally 
went to the charity shop. I faced the truth 


that I was never going to bea size 
30 waist again. But it wasn’t just the 
suit that no longer fit. It gave me a 
moment to take stock of how my life 
had moved on in the past 10 years. 
Am I successful? It depends on 
how you define it. I enjoy my work; 
however, I am certainly not that well 
known in the industry. My income 
varies wildly from year to year and 
sometimes | still do non-career 
work, such as being an office temp. 
I learned how to be tough at 
Concordia. It taught me to fight for 
what | wanted and to create oppor- 
tunities for myself. The seeds of 
learning have grown over the past 
10 years. I now petition directors 
for parts. I pester casting agents to 
see me for roles. I network like a 
Kennedy and plan advertising and 
self-promotion campaigns. | focus on 
the art and the business. 

I see it like this: | am a small busi- 
ness. Statistics suggest that 25 per cent 
of small businesses fail within one year; 
within five years, less than 30 per cent 
remain. So the fact that Iam still in 
business means success. It never gets 
any easier, and I still think about quit- 
ting and retraining for something else, 
but I never do. Every year I don’t give 
up is a successful year. 

I have good years, and bad years. I put 
one foot in front of the other. I get frus- 
trated sometimes, but I write one more 
letter, make one more phone call and 
attend one more audition. 

Why do I persevere? 

Because sometimes, when I am lucky, 
I get to work at what I love. m 


Steven Sparling, BEA 97, was born and 
raised in Alberta. He has performed across 
Canada, Great Britain and Europe and 
divides his time between acting, singing 
and writing. stevensparling.com 


